
1. Chairman's foreword
This year was all about continuing to improve our homebase, networking, developing activities for 
a future ecoduct, taking care of our young plantings and joining umbrella organizations. Working 
together remains our greatest strength.

The saplings are growing like cabbage, this is expected to be the last year we have to protect 
them from growing grass, ivy and shrubs.
Our network is getting stronger as we better see which organizations we have the best 
connection with.
The executive board of Nature for Future has had to focus on their own work and survival this 
year, which has allowed us to do less for the foundation than we wanted. Living in the jungle is 
challenging when it comes to caring for basic necessities. With us, it is not a given that water 
comes out of the tap and electricity works. Living in the jungle of Costa Rica it is also less easy to 
earn money than living in the Netherlands... So a lot was asked of our inventiveness and creativity. 
But the trees, monkeys and birds around you make up for all that!
No matter how well our website is set up, it too requires constant adjustment. We find that besides 
a good website, it does take much more to bring our project to the attention of our target audience.
In order to serve our mission and achieve our long-term goals, we realize that we need to take a 
closer look at which target group we especially want to reach and how. Comparatively, it takes a 
lot to obtain funding from individuals. People do not always understand that planting trees in 
Costa Rica is also in the interest of the Netherlands... We have decided to focus more on the 
business world in terms of funding.
The first company that wants to work with us has been found; we are actively looking for more 
companies and several interesting ways to work with these companies on a win-win construction. 
The trick is to find the companies that see an interest in this, in terms of profile and ideals.



2. Activities
- Our organic vegetable garden and our own 'hot 

compost' according to the permaculture method have 
taken further shape and we have been able to pick the 
'first fruits'. This is so inspiring that more and more 
people are adopting this method. With this we also 
inspire local people among others to share our findings 
with the village school.

- This year, for the first time, we were also able to plant 
some forest giants that can start growing in the shade 
of the pioneer species to eventually produce oxygen 
for hundreds of years.

- The NFF website has been updated and further beautified.
- We met all the requirements to become a member of LEMU this year. An umbrella nature 

conservation organization from Chile. Very nice to cooperate with this pleasant and 
professional organization!

- The trap cameras have done a good job (see compilation of the various species of animals and 
the
regularity with which they appear).

- Osa Conservation has again done further research in our forest. They also again monitored the 
mortality of the young plantings and how fast and what types of tree saplings appear naturally 
among the planted species. Again, it looks very favorable; no significant mortality and very 
healthy growth of all the trees we planted in 2021. Fertilization is not even necessary. So there 
was little maintenance to do, saving us costs.

- We still don't have enough assets to purchase land from neighbors. We do keep the contacts 
warm, so we know who is interested in selling to us as soon as possible.

- Our medicinal plant garden and organic vegetable garden are going well and have expanded 
again this year. Because of all the rain, we need a lighter roof. That is on the program for next 
year. This will allow more plants to thrive. We do need more shade for the special types of 
trees we grow on but we will do that in another spot. So we learn each that what works in this 
particular climate.



- We helped the local school set up an organic vegetable garden. This involved and involved 
many children. All children were allowed to participate and so little girls were singing about 
plants and the slightly older children were thinking about the construction of the garden tables. 
In this way all children got the message that nature is fun and important!

- We hosted 2 groups of Canadian students on our property this year to let them experience 
nature and see our project. Both groups agreed that the field trip to our project was the highlight 
of their trip! It is often the case that when young people have a beautiful nature experience with 
some explanation that years later they go on to use that inspiration for their own initiative or 
activity. So we are very happy to be able to inspire these young people and have decided to 
attract more student groups.

- Again this year there was a lot of maintenance to do on the grounds. That's the downside 
of fast growing nature... We always try to get ahead of problems by targeted pruning of 
branches and tree tops where electricity and trees get in the way. Even the water pump 
that works without electricity and is in the middle of the forest is vulnerable to falling 
branches. Never a dull moment... :)

- The car is not happy with the much rain that falls here (think 7 meters at our place compared to 
70 cm in an average year in the Netherlands). The heavy rain washes a lot of hard material off 
our internal road creating deep gullies, especially on the steep sections. This sometimes 
makes it difficult to get to the top of the houses... Then you are lucky to have a strong car! And 
of course also with handy board members who can do car repairs themselves!



3. Cooperation
- Osa conservation has helped us with further inventorying the biodiversity in our 60 hectares of 

forest. They also gave a presentation especially for us about their methods and successes. Very 
inspiring! This cooperation is really win-win because the scientists can use our homebase 
(guesthouse and help/information about local initiatives and farmers who would like to 
cooperate) and so can easily collect a lot of data. They can also use the results they monitor and 
collect on our site to work more efficiently in other places. As a result, we do not lose energy and 
money in planting areas in the area. By k n o w i n g  well how biodiversity works, we can 
preserve and even expand many species not only at our own but also at other projects. Bio-
diverse forest is balanced and therefore healthy.

- We planted the 200 trees this year that we received from the electric company ICE
given to us. These trees are suitable for filling in the spots that are still a little too open. This 
accelerates the creation of a real forest.

4. Future
Due to all the busy work around the website, not much has been done this year on setting up 
fundraising activities. The website is our business card and thus a prerequisite for further 
fundraising activities. Making a business and fundraising plan has been postponed to 2024. It has 
become clear to us that we need to do much more in marketing and targeted funding. Hopefully 
we will manage to get professional affordable help for this as we want to continue to grow while 
sticking to our ideal of minimizing costs not directly related to actually planting trees.
We continue to work on obtaining permits for wildlife crossings in our area and our dream of 
creating the first ecoduct in Costa Rica. We are also doing this together with other organizations 
that are working with local people to inventory what animals are spotted where and how many 
animals are found dead over the years and where. This mapping is a prerequisite for obtaining 
interest from the government. So unfortunately we have to be very patient with this plan, but 
because the costs are so enormous it is of course also important to know exactly what are the 
best places for crossing spots. In any case, we hope to be able to build rope bridges next year to 
offer the monkeys and other climbing animals a cheap and quick solution to get to the other side 
alive.



5. Organization
5.1 Board
Our executive board is unchanged and consists of:
Suus Twigt, chairman 
Guus Hubers, secretary
Steyn van der Velde, treasurer
Steyn and Guus live permanently in Costa Rica so they are in 
direct contact with the local situation and population. They speak 
the language, can receive and accommodate scientists at our 
premises and coordinate all other activities of the foundation that 
take place on and around our grounds.
Suus is the bridge between Costa Rica and the Netherlands, she 
lives about half of the year in Costa Rica and the other half in the 
Netherlands and can thus maintain contacts with the network in 
Costa Rica as well as in the Netherlands and set up and 
coordinate activities in both countries.
The other board members Lysbert Schuitema and Inge Wekking operate entirely from the 
Netherlands and perform mainly supportive tasks.

5.2 Advisory Board
The composition of the advisory board is unchanged: Bob Tempelman, Duif Kraamwinkel and 
Reinier Engbers. Very nice to notice that they are always ready with each their own expertise to 
inspire and/or support us (for more information about their expertise see the description on the 
website).

5.3 Volunteers
We notice that we are not yet ready to receive and constructively engage volunteers. It often takes 
a lot of time to settle people in and often they do not stay long enough to contribute constructively. 
In addition, our housing is not yet suitable for a group of volunteers. We still feel a bit "between 
tablecloth and napkin" in this regard. There are too few of us to make time to offer volunteers a fun 
and meaningful time and, on the other hand, we have more than enough work and chores. 
Another aspect that makes us not always in need of volunteers is because we would like to offer 
work to the locals. Labor wages here are very low and there are many unemployed people. In 
addition, they are used to working in this climate and already know the jungle. So we have 
comparatively less work to do there ourselves. We have therefore put the recruitment of (foreign) 
volunteers on hold for the time being. As soon as we have the funding to expand we will look for a 
way to use volunteers.

5.4 Contact details Nature 
For Future Foundation 
Switbertushof 1
7131 TA Lichtenvoorde 
www.natureforfuture.nl
Telephone contact NL: Suus Twigt +31 (0)6-23636736 Email: s.twigt@icloud.com 
Telephone contact CR: Steyn van der Velde +506 8965-8283 Email:steynvdv@me.com 
KVK 58702121



6. Special thanks
As president I would like to thank my fellow board members Steyn and Guus for their continuous 
improvement of the website and the professional digital support and repairs of anything that 
breaks down. This keeps the website accurate, everything runs smoothly and we can operate 
well internationally. It is very nice to have your expertise literally 'in house'.
We are also very grateful to nature for the increasing number of mammals and birds (in number 
and species) appearing on our property and trap cameras. And thankfully, the hunters seem to 
have permanently withdrawn from our ever-enriching environment.
A special thanks goes to the people of Osa Conservation, who have continued to advise and 
assist us this year, including in improving the biodiversity of the forests we manage.
And finally, thanks to our new donors who made their generous donations during the festival of 
gem paradise Ruben Robijn to be able to plant a lot of trees again next year. Paul and Ilja thank 
you for this opportunity!
Together we take care of our mission to produce oxygen as well as make forests healthier, 
expand and protect fragile nature! Not to mention to teach children and (young) adults a love for 
nature.



7. Financial Statement
For the first time this year, we have invested in marketing activities (developing promotional 
material and having a market stall at a festival) and orientation on further fundraising possibilities. 
The money we have received from donations will be used mainly as a piggy bank for the time 
being until we have enough to purchase or protect and enrich land around us. In addition, we will 
collect rare trees, including future forest giants, to plant in our newly planted forest.
The main reason for the increasing surplus this year can be explained by the well-functioning 
website and the booth at the festival. Some of the extra costs this year (promo material) can be 
used for several years.
We hope to be able to obtain sufficient funding in the coming years to meet our long term goals of 
making a significant contribution to the wildlife corridor between the various national nature 
reserves preserving biodiversity and producing as much oxygen as possible. For this we need to 
be able to purchase a lot of land in our area, reforest/ and guard it from logging, poaching and 
hunting and engage in educational activities.

BENEFITS 2023
Donations € 1.062,63
Proceeds from festival Ruben Robijn € 1.070,37
TOTAL EARNINGS € 2.133,00

EXPENSES 2023
Pass contribution € 20,00
Internet Banking € 153,14
Chamber of Commerce contribution NL € 10,-
KVK contribution Costa Rica €  100,-
Costs festival Ruben Robijn €  367,40
Promo material (T-Shirts, banner, leaflets etc.) €  340,60
Labor (mowing around young plantings) €  600,-
Website costs €  233,12
TOTAL EXPENSES € 1.824,26

Balance 01-01-2023€ 10,838.18 Balance 31-12-2023€ 11,146.92

BALANCE SHEET 2023
Assets€ 11,146.92 Liabilities€ 11,146.92
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