
1. Chairman's foreword

This annual report appears at a time when conservation is more important than ever. More and 
more people are realizing the value of nature and the importance of biodiversity. The challenge 
remains to maintain this focus amid other pressing issues, such as international conflicts and 
economic concerns.

We feel honored to live and work in Costa Rica, a country known worldwide for its rich 
biodiversity. Here we experience daily how people dedicate their lives to nature and at the same 
time intensely enjoy living in and with nature. It is a privilege to contribute to the conservation 
and expansion of this beautiful nature.

In cooperation with other private initiatives, foundations and national parks, we contribute to the 
conservation of a significant part of Costa Rica's land area. Together we realize that even small 
initiatives can have a big impact. This gives us satisfaction and hope for the future.

Although there is much debate on issues such as carbon  emissions and nitrogen, biodiversity 
conservation is an issue on which everyone agrees. It is a shared responsibility to protect our nature 
for current and future generations.

As a foundation, we feel honored to work in this "top biodiversity country" in a smart and 
sustainable way for nature conservation. We feel it is important to make people aware of the 
richness of nature and to inspire them to enjoy and protect it.

Although we would like to do much more from our inspiration and enthusiasm, we are proud of 
what we have achieved this year. In this report you can read more about our activities, successes 
and the impact we realized together.

2. Activities 2024

 Fundraising: building sustainable support

At this stage, our biggest challenge is obtaining the right fundraising knowledge and networks. 
This year we have focused on developing a strategy to build sustainable financial support. While 
small-scale donations are valuable, they require a lot of energy and are not always efficient for a 
small organization like ours. However, finding larger collaborative partners is challenging, 
especially if you are a smaller organization. The question is: How do you find the right network, 
how do you pique the interest of potential investors and, more importantly, how do you tie them to 
your project for the long term? We consulted several organizations and specialists to answer these 
questions and strengthen our strategy.



 Promotional material: using our own creativity

Our website is completely designed by ourselves 
and maintained monthly. We write the texts, take 
our own photos and drone images - a great 
example of our team's versatility! We also designed 
and had certificates printed that companies can 
use for Christmas gifts or other gifts for employees. 
For each certificate, we plant a tree: a symbolic 
gesture that connects both the company and the 
recipient to conservation.

 Emergency relief: acting quickly and effectively

This year's rainy season was particularly 
challenging due to the huge amounts of rain that 
fell. This led to flooding, r o a d  washout and, 
paradoxically, drinking water scarcity in 
surrounding villages. In such situations, the local 
community is often quicker than the government in 
providing assistance.
Our well-equipped off-road vehicle, trailer and 
spare water tank enabled us to provide quick and 
effective emergency assistance. The gratitude of 
the residents was heartwarming and motivated us 
to continue with this important task.

 Medicinal plants: connecting with tradition

We strive to grow a diverse range of medicinal 
plants on our property. By obtaining plant material 
from local Indians and other experienced growers, 
we bring the rich knowledge of natural healing 
methods back to the community. Many people 
have lost touch with these traditions due to the 
availability of mainstream medicine, but the pride 
and interest in their natural heritage is still there. 
Plants such as mint (head complaints), citronella 
(insect repellent), catsclaw (inflammation) aloe vera 
(wound healing) and leaf of guanabana
(gut issues) are already in place, and we continue to learn and expand.



 Rare trees: enriching our forest

After an inspection visit by specialists from Osa Conservation, we decided to wait another year to 
further diversify our planted forest. Although our young plantings are thriving extremely well, the 
tops of the young trees still need to grow further to provide shade for more vulnerable species. 
Despite this, we have been able to plant a number of rare trees in our old forest, helping to enrich 
the ecosystem.

 Maintaining our basecamp: caring for our resources

We strive for a good balance in maintaining our 
own road and maintaining our vehicles. We have 
two cars, at least one of which must be operational 
while the other can be in the garage for 
maintenance. This year, major maintenance was 
scheduled for both vehicles, so we will have worry-
free access to inhospitable places for the 
foreseeable future, even during the rainy season.

 Inspiring visitors: sharing nature experiences

This year we received many visits from groups interested in nature and conservation. For 
example, there were foreign students volunteering in the nearby village. We built hiking trails to 
take these groups around the jungle, including a tour of our river with waterfalls and an 
explanation of our water supply. We also offer a three-hour trek through our 60-acre forest, with a 
visit to our "fat tree. Students often consider this experience the highlight of their trip, which fills 
us with pride.



 Trainings and retreats: personal growth in nature

We have built a luxury guesthouse on our 
property to host executive trainings and 
retreats. These programs combine personal 
development with a unique nature experience. 
Whether improving communication skills, 
discovering personal talents or overcoming 
fears, nature provides a powerful setting for 
these processes.
Participants often experience these programs 
as "life-changing" and develop a deeper 
connection with nature.

 Festival in Teuge (Netherlands): raising awareness

Also this year we were at Ruben Robijn's festival with a booth. It is always valuable to have 
conversations about nature conservation and explain to people in the Netherlands why we plant 
trees in Costa Rica. Dutch people are critical, which leads to fascinating discussions.
For example, some people believe that co  ₂ is not a problem because trees actually use it as 
food. However, they forget that there is much more co  ₂ in the atmosphere than the number of 
trees left worldwide. In the tropics, trees grow as much as five times faster than in Europe, so 
planting and protecting tropical forests is of great importance.



3. Collaboration: connected in conservation

Smart solutions for life in the jungle
Every day in the pristine nature of Costa Rica, we encounter unique challenges that require 
creative and practical solutions. For ourselves and for fellow organizations, we have developed 
innovative techniques to make life in the jungle easier. For example, we have developed a 
product that uses sensors to measure the water level in our drinking water tank and display it via 
a smartphone app. This saves time and energy every day, leaving us more time for reforestation 
and conservation. Next year we plan to make this technology available to other conservation 
organizations.

Collaboration with Ruben Robijn Gemstones
We are proud that Ruben Ruby has added our foundation to their charity projects. When selected 
products are sold, part of the proceeds will be donated to our foundation. This partnership allows 
us to plant more trees while raising awareness about conservation.

Hospitality for scientists
Our guesthouse hosted scientists from Osa Conservation this year. This has involved mapping the 
biodiversity of our surrounding forest and collecting seeds from rare trees. These seeds are grown 
and distributed to diversify the forest in the region.
In addition, we have collaborated with researchers studying species on both sides of the Pan-
American Highway, with the goal of obtaining permits in the future to create safe wildlife 
crossings.

Knowledge sharing and network expansion
Jack Ewing, founder of Hacienda Baru, educated us and Osa Conservation through a presentation 
on the effect of tunnels under the Pan-American Highway. His efforts proved how to successfully 
contribute to the prevention of wildlife casualties.

This year we visited our sister organization Dolphin Quest to share our knowledge about herbs and 
organic growing and recipes for natural meals. We use this knowledge and experience



to inspire locals to grow organic produce and eat healthier.

In the neighboring village of La Gamba, we participated in the annual seed market, where locals 
are  given  the  opportunity  to  exchange  seeds  of  medicinal  herbs,  vegetables  and  fruit  trees. 
Again, this encourages locals to grow organic produce and helps preserve biodiversity.

4. Future

With the knowledge we have gained over the past year about sustainable financing, we are 
setting a course for a future in which we can realize our ambitions. We are targeting 
philanthropists with a green heart who are looking for a trusted partner to work together to 
protect and expand as much biodiverse jungle as possible.

A key focus for us is creating safe corridors for jaguars and other protected species so that they 
can move freely between existing national and international parks. An essential part of this is our 
plan to create ecoducts and tunnels over the Pan American Highway, which we intend to use to 
reduce annual animal casualties.

In addition, we continue to maintain our valuable network in both the Netherlands and Costa 
Rica, keep our website updated and expand our knowledge. We continue to create connections 
with sister organizations, large and small, and strive to increase our impact through joint initiatives 
and knowledge sharing.

5. Organization
5.1 Board
Our executive board is unchanged and consists of:
Suus Twigt, chairman 
Guus Hubers, secretary
Steyn van der Velde, treasurer

Steyn and Guus live permanently in Costa Rica which puts them in direct contact with the local 
situation and population. They speak the language, can receive and accommodate scientists on 
our p r o p e r t y   and coordinate all other activities of the foundation that take place on and around 
our property. Furthermore, they take care of administrative tasks.
Suus is the bridge between Costa Rica and the Netherlands. She lives about
half of the year in Costa Rica and the other half in the Netherlands and can therefore maintain 
contacts with the network in Costa Rica as well as in the Netherlands and set up and coordinate 
activities in both countries.
The other board members Lysbert Schuitema and Inge Wekking operate entirely from the 
Netherlands.
Netherlands and perform mainly supportive tasks.

5.2 Advisory Board
The composition of the advisory board is unchanged: Bob Tempelman, Duif Kraamwinkel and 
Reinier Engbers. Very nice to notice that they are always ready with each their own expertise



to inspire and/or support us (for more information about their expertise see the description on the 
website).

5.3 Volunteers
We are not yet ready to receive and constructively engage volunteers. It often takes a lot of time 
to settle people in and often they do not stay long enough to contribute constructively. In addition, 
our housing is not yet suitable for a group of volunteers. We still feel a bit "between tablecloth and 
napkin" in this regard. There are too few of us to make time to offer volunteers a fun and 
meaningful time and, on the other hand, we have more than enough work and chores. Another 
aspect that makes us not always in need of volunteers is because we would like to offer work to 
the locals. Labor wages here are very low and there are many unemployed people. In addition, 
they are used to working in this climate and already know the jungle. So we have comparatively 
less work to do there ourselves. We have therefore put the recruitment of (foreign) volunteers on 
hold for the time being. As soon as we have the funding to expand we will look for a way to use 
volunteers.

5.4 Contact details Nature 
For Future Foundation 
Switbertushof 1
7131 TA Lichtenvoorde 
www.natureforfuture.nl
Telephone contact NL: Suus Twigt +31 (0)6-23636736 Email: s.twigt@icloud.com Telephone 
contact CR: Steyn van der Velde +506 8965-8283 Email:info@natureforfuture.org KVK 58702121

6. Special thanks

As chairman this year I would like to thank my fellow board members Steyn and Guus again for 
their continuous commitment to the technical support of our website and other digital systems, 
valuable strategic insights and daily care of our basecamp. Together they provide a solid 
foundation for our organization.

In addition, we are grateful to nature for the increase in biodiversity on our property. It is 
extraordinary to see how more and more mammals and birds populate our jungle, and how 
hunters are increasingly withdrawing from this rich environment.

Our partnership with Osa Conservation deserves special mention. Their expertise and support have 
helped us improve and expand the biodiversity of our forests.

Finally, we would like to thank our new donors who made generous contributions during Ruben 
Robijn's festival. Thanks to their support, we will be able to plant many more trees next year and 
contribute to conservation. Paul and Ilja, thank you for this opportunity and your unwavering 
support!
Together we are committed to our mission: producing oxygen, making the forests healthier and 
expanding,  protecting  fragile  nature  and  imparting  a  love  of  nature  to  children  and  (young) 
adults.



7. Financial Statement
Proceeds from donations are primarily used as a piggy bank until we have enough to purchase or 
be allowed to protect and enrich land around us. In addition, we will collect rare trees, including 
future forest giants, for targeted planting in our newly planted forest.
The main reason for the increasing positive balance this year can be explained by the booth at 
Ruben Robijn's festival. Part of the extra costs this year (promo material) can be used for several 
years.
We feel that we are still 'sowing' and hope to be able to 'reap' in the coming years by obtaining 
sufficient funding to achieve our long-term goals, namely to make a significant contribution to 
the wildlife corridor between the various national nature reserves preserving biodiversity and 
producing as much oxygen as possible. For this, we need to be able to purchase a lot of land in 
our area, reforest/ and guard against logging, poaching and hunting and engage in education 
activities.

BATES 2024
Donations € 5.326,43
Proceeds from festival Ruben Robijn € 1.675,89
TOTAL BENEFITS €  7.002,32

EXPENSES 2024
Bank costs €  187,29
Promo materials (T-shirts, banner, leaflets, etc.) €  529,38
Reimbursement of donations ASEPALECO € 4.245,49
Other €  151,38
TOTAL EXPENSES € 5.113,54

Balance 01-01-2024€ 11,146.92 Balance 31-12-2024€ 
13,035.70

BALANCE SHEET 2023
Assets € 13.035,70 Liabilities€ 13,035.70
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