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2025 Annual Report
Nature for Future Foundation
Building a Future for the Tropical Rainforest Together

At a Glance
Our Mission
The Nature for Future Foundation is dedicated to protecting, restoring, and expanding the tropical 
rainforest in Costa Rica.

Through nature conservation, reforestation, scientific research, education, and collaboration with 
local partners, we work to restore biodiversity, protect natural ecosystems, and create a sustainable 
future where people and nature can coexist in harmony.

Our Results by 2025
83 hectares of tropical rainforest protected and managed
We make our property available as the home base for NFF, creating a valuable nature reserve that is 
managed and protected on a daily basis. Through our permanent presence, we contribute to the 
preservation of habitats for plants and animals and mitigate risks such as illegal logging and poaching.

Successful reforestation
The trees planted in 2022 have thrived exceptionally well. After four years, only about 2% mortality 
has been recorded (the average is at least 20%). These results confirm the importance of active 
planting, careful management, and an approach based on ecological knowledge.

Collaboration with Science
Together with Osa Conservation, we are working on biodiversity research, collecting rare tree 
seeds, and improving methods for nature restoration.
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A Base for Nature Research and Collaboration
Our property and guesthouse provide a practical base for researchers, visitors, and partner 
organizations working on nature conservation.

Biodiversity Restoration
We are working to create an increasingly diverse ecosystem by planting native tree species, 
developing a food forest, and expanding our medicinal plant garden.

Engaged with the local community
When local circumstances call for it, we use our resources to provide practical support, such as 
assistance with the supply of clean drinking water during periods of shortage.

——————————————————————————————————————-

Our Impact in Pictures

Protecting what is valuable
83 hectares of tropical rainforest under active management

Thanks to our permanent presence on the ground, we can work daily to protect, manage, and develop 
the area.

Impact: conservation of biodiversity and protection of a unique tropical ecosystem.

Reforestation with a vision for the future
A long-term forest with exceptionally good results

The 2022 planting has shown a loss rate of only about 2% after four years. Through active 
reforestation, we are laying the foundation for a species-rich and future-proof forest.

Impact: restoration of ecosystem functions and increased biodiversity.

Connecting science and practice
Collaboration with Osa Conservation

Our site offers researchers the opportunity to conduct biodiversity research and build knowledge 
about effective methods for nature restoration.

Impact: Our experiences contribute to improved restoration projects in the region.

Working toward a healthy ecosystem
More Than Just Planting Trees

In our reforestation efforts, we focus on nutrient-rich trees, medicinal plants, and the reintroduction of 
native tree species.
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Impact: greater tree diversity, better living conditions for animals, and a stronger, more future-proof 
ecosystem.

Connecting people with nature
Education, Visitors, and Knowledge Sharing

Through guided tours, collaboration with local residents, and sharing our experiences, we raise 
awareness about the importance of nature conservation.

Impact: greater engagement in the protection of tropical ecosystems.

Collaborating for greater impact
Local and international connections

We collaborate with scientists, conservation organizations, local communities, and dedicated 
volunteers.

Impact: By sharing knowledge and experience, we achieve more than just reforestation itself.

Our strength: local presence and long-term commitment
Nature restoration requires more than just planting trees. It requires a long-term presence, day-to-day 
management, and a deep connection to the area.

A key strength of the Nature for Future Foundation is that we maintain a permanent presence at the 
sites where our activities take place. This allows us to monitor developments, manage the land, and 
respond quickly to changes in the environment.

Our commitment goes beyond nature conservation alone. We build relationships with local residents, 
support researchers, share knowledge with other organizations, and collaborate on solutions tailored 
to the region’s specific conditions.

Nature for Future’s home base is privately owned by the founders and is financially independent of the 
foundation. Thanks to this personal commitment and the private funding of a significant portion of the 
maintenance costs, the foundation’s resources can be directed as much as possible toward nature 
conservation, research, education, and restoration projects themselves.

The combination of a local presence, volunteer efforts, scientific collaboration, and a long-term vision 
forms the basis of our approach.

Our ambition is to further expand this approach in the future by protecting more adjacent nature areas 
and thereby contributing to larger connected ecosystems in Costa Rica.

Impacts of the various successful initiatives in which we participate to restore nature in Costa Rica 
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1PfHw3nJYQ/?mibextid=WC7FNe

—————————————————————————————————————
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1. Foreword by the Chair

2025 was a special year for the Nature for Future Foundation. It was different from previous years: 
we took fewer major new steps, but focused primarily on building continuity, fostering collaboration, 
and further strengthening what we have built over the past few years.

On a personal level, too, it was a year in which various events demanded attention and energy. This 
was not unrelated to developments in the world around us. At a time when much attention is focused 
on conflicts, uncertainty, and major societal challenges, we notice that there sometimes seems to be 
less room for inspiring projects centered on nature restoration and collaboration.

Nevertheless, our motivation remained as strong as ever. It is precisely during challenging times 
that it remains important to work on long-term solutions.

At our site in Costa Rica, we have therefore continued to protect and improve the forest we manage. 
At the same time, we continue to collaborate with scientific partners to build knowledge about the 
best methods for reforestation, biodiversity restoration, and the protection of natural ecosystems.

Our presence on-site is valuable in and of itself. Because we maintain a permanent presence on the 
property, we can protect our nature reserve from threats such as illegal logging and poaching. In 
addition, we can work daily to restore vegetation, protect water sources, and improve habitats for 
animals.

Although we would have liked to have achieved more in 2025, we look back with satisfaction on what 
we have accomplished together. It was a year in which not only visible activities were important, but 
also maintaining continuity and further strengthening our foundation.

In this annual report, you can read more about our activities, partnerships, results, and the impact 
we’ve achieved together.

On behalf of the Nature for Future Foundation,

Suus Twigt, Chair

2. Activities in 2025
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2.1 Partnership with Osa Conservation: Science and Nature Restoration

A key part of our activities in 2025 was our partnership with Osa Conservation. This scientific 
organization conducts research on biodiversity, reforestation, and ecosystem restoration in Costa 
Rica.

Our property and guesthouse provide researchers with a practical base for their work in the region. 
By offering lodging, we enable them to conduct their research more efficiently while keeping costs 
down.

In addition, we support Osa Conservation in collecting seeds from rare native tree species. We also 
connect researchers with local residents and landowners so they can exchange knowledge and 
discover new opportunities for research and seed collection.

This collaboration also brings significant benefits to our own site. Through these research activities, we 
receive young trees grown from the collected seeds. This allows us to further enhance the biodiversity 
of our own site.

A diverse forest is essential for a healthy ecosystem. Different tree species provide greater 
stability, offer food and shelter for animals, and make the forest more resilient to future challenges.

2.2 Development of Our Reforestation Project

Together with Osa Conservation, we reviewed the progress of our 2022 reforestation project in 2025.

The results are very positive. After four years, only about 2% of the planted trees have failed to 
survive. This is an exceptionally good result compared to many similar projects, where significantly 
more trees are often lost in the first few years (typically 20%!).

The current forest still consists largely of pioneer species. These fast-growing trees improve the soil, 
provide shade, and create the conditions in which slow-growing species will eventually be able to 
thrive.

In  the  coming  years,  we  aim  to  further  enrich  this  young  forest  with  native  tree  species  that  can 
eventually grow into towering giants. These trees form the foundation of a mature tropical rainforest 
and can live for hundreds of years.

An important lesson came from a section of our site where we deliberately let nature take its course 
without active planting. Although trees have returned spontaneously here, development is proceeding 
much more slowly than with active reforestation.
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This experience confirms that carefully planned planting makes a significant contribution to faster 
ecological restoration. Our project thus also serves as a valuable practical example for scientific 
research and helps to further improve restoration methods.

2.3 Biodiversity Development
Food Forest
Through collaboration and exchange with local residents, we have been able to obtain various types of 
fruit trees. We plant these in strategic locations on our property.
The food forest contributes to biodiversity by providing additional food sources for birds, mammals, 
and other animals. At the same time, it also provides food for our own use.
In this way, we combine nature conservation with a sustainable approach to local food production.

Medicinal Plant Garden: Connecting with Traditional Knowledge
In 2025, we further expanded our medicinal plant garden.
By obtaining plant material from local indigenous communities and experienced growers, we collect 
and preserve knowledge about traditional uses of plants.

This knowledge is part of the region’s natural and cultural heritage. While the availability of modern 
medicines has reduced many people’s contact with these traditions, interest in and appreciation for 
natural solutions remain strong.

Our garden now features various types of medicinal plants, including citronella, various types 
of mint, cat’s claw, aloe vera, noni, tumarec, cacao, ginger, and guanábana.

We continue to learn, expand our knowledge, and share insights about the value of these remarkable 
plants.

2.4 Organic School Garden

The organic school garden that we established in 2024 in collaboration with the local school 
unfortunately could not be continued in 2025.

Due to the discovery of asbestos in the school building, the school had to close temporarily, and 
students were relocated elsewhere. As a result, the daily involvement necessary to successfully 
maintain a vegetable garden in a tropical climate was lost.

Once the school is fully operational again and there are enough dedicated volunteers available, we 
plan to restart this educational project.
The school garden remains a valuable tool for us to introduce children at a young age to nature, 
biodiversity, and sustainable food production.

2.5 Support from the Verde Azul Foundation

In our region, the Verde Azul Foundation has launched a similar initiative focused on nature 
conservation and reforestation.
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Since we now have several years of experience in establishing and managing a nature project in 
Costa Rica, we share our knowledge and practical experience with this organization. We support 
them with practical issues related to working in a tropical environment, setting up an “off-the-grid” 
home base, and efficiently utilizing available resources.

In addition, they have been able to temporarily use our accommodations, giving them a comfortable 
temporary home base and allowing them to allocate their available resources as much as possible 
toward their primary goal: protecting and expanding the tropical rainforest.

We believe it is important to share knowledge and strengthen one another as nature conservation 
organizations. Through collaboration, we can collectively achieve more for the protection of nature in 
the region.

2.6 Emergency Aid to the Local Community

During the rainy season, some villages in the area regularly face problems with the availability of clean 
drinking water.
When necessary, we use our off-road vehicle and trailer to fill water tanks at locations with clean 
drinking water and transport them to villages experiencing shortages.

This assistance is not part of our primary nature conservation activities, but it aligns with our vision 
that nature conservation and engagement with the local community are interconnected.

By being present and offering practical support, we strengthen our relationship with local residents. 
This connection also creates new opportunities for nature education, collaboration, and joint 
activities such as tree-planting days.

2.7 Maintenance of the website and digital systems
Good digital accessibility is important for a foundation like Nature for Future.

In 2025, our technical board members continued to ensure the maintenance, security, and up-to-date 
status of our website and digital systems.

This support ensures that interested parties, donors, partners, and researchers can find information 
about our activities and our mission.

For specific technical work on the website, a board member was paid in 2025 for professionally 
performed maintenance. This payment was for a specific service and does not constitute a regular 
board stipend.

2.8 Workshops and Retreats: Personal Development in Nature

On our property, we have a guesthouse that is used for small-scale training programs and retreats.
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These programs combine personal development with an immersive experience of nature. The 
tropical rainforest setting offers participants space for reflection, self-awareness, and connection with 
nature.

Whether the focus is on communication, personal growth, leadership, or discovering new 
perspectives, nature provides a powerful setting for these processes.

In addition to the personal value for participants, these activities also help raise awareness of our 
mission and support the sustainability of our foundation.

2.9 Nature Experiences and Education for Visitors

An important part of our work is sharing our love for and knowledge of nature.
That’s why we maintain our hiking trails so visitors can safely explore our area. During guided tours, 
we introduce people to the tropical rainforest, biodiversity, and the importance of protecting natural 
ecosystems.

A walk through our forest, including a visit to our iconic large tree, is a special experience for many 
visitors.

In 2025, we hosted fewer student groups than in previous years, but individual visitors and interested 
members of the public continued to find their way to us regularly.

We also hosted a snake specialist who is conducting research on the Bushmaster, a rare and 
impressive snake species. This species is under threat because local people sometimes kill snakes 
out of fear or ignorance.

Although no Bushmasters were spotted in our forest during this visit, this research underscores the 
importance of protecting suitable habitats for vulnerable species.
By sharing knowledge, we hope to contribute to greater understanding and appreciation for all 
species that are part of the ecosystem.

2.10 Maintenance of Our Basic Facilities

A well-functioning base is essential for carrying out our work in a remote nature reserve.

In 2025, we invested in the maintenance of our access road and vehicles. Because our site can be 
difficult to reach, especially during the rainy season, reliable transportation is essential.

We have two vehicles, and it is important that at least one vehicle remains available for daily use 
while the other is being serviced.
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Through timely maintenance, we ensure that research, nature conservation, visitor activities, and 
necessary emergency response can continue safely.

3. Collaboration: Connected by Nature Conservation

Collaboration is an important part of how we work.
By sharing knowledge, experience, and resources with scientists, nature organizations, local 
residents, and other stakeholders, we can achieve more than we could on our own.

Our role consists not only of managing our own land, but also of connecting people and 
organizations that share the same ambition: to protect and restore nature.

3.1 Collaboration with Ruben Robijn Edelstenen

Through our partnership with Ruben Robijn Edelstenen, people can support the Nature for Future 
Foundation by purchasing selected products, such as tree agate. A portion of the proceeds goes to 
NFF.

As of 2025, this partnership has not yet achieved the reach we had hoped for. Together with 
Ruben Robijn, we are exploring how we can raise greater awareness of this initiative and involve 
more people in our mission.

We believe in the power of long-term partnerships and continue to seek ways for people to contribute 
to nature conservation in an accessible manner.

3.2 Knowledge Sharing and Local Collaboration

We believe it’s important to stay connected to the communities where we work.
In the villages of La Gamba and Mona, we’ve participated in annual seed and plant fairs. During these 
gatherings, people exchange seeds, plants, and knowledge about making healthy compost and 
growing medicinal plants, vegetables, and fruit trees.
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These initiatives promote sustainable land use, strengthen local knowledge, and contribute to the 
conservation of biodiversity.
By being actively involved in the community, we also forge new connections and create opportunities 
for collaboration on nature education and reforestation.

3.3 Smart Solutions for Living and Working in the Jungle

Working and living in a remote nature reserve often requires practical and creative solutions.

In addition to nature conservation, we therefore also develop techniques that make daily life easier in 
a sustainable way. One example is a system that automatically measures the water level in our 
drinking water tank and provides remote access to this data via a smartphone app.
This solution saves time and energy, prevents unnecessary checks, and makes the management of 
our facilities more efficient.

After an extensive testing phase, this technology has also been made available to other nature 
organizations and people living in remote locations. By sharing this kind of practical knowledge and 
solutions, we strengthen not only our own project but also the network of organizations and residents 
working under similar conditions.

4. Looking Ahead

Our ambition for the coming years remains focused on protecting, restoring, and expanding tropical 
rainforest in Costa Rica.

A key part of our long-term vision is strengthening ecological connections between existing nature 
reserves. By purchasing or securing long-term protection for adjacent lands, we aim to contribute to 
larger, contiguous nature reserves where plants and animals—such as the jaguar—can move more 
freely.

These so-called wildlife corridors are essential for preserving biodiversity. They increase the resilience 
of ecosystems and help species adapt to future challenges such as climate change, habitat loss, and 
disruption of natural processes.

To realize these ambitions, we continue to work on securing long-term funding and expanding our 
network of committed partners.

Together, we continue to work toward our key objectives:
- protecting, restoring, and expanding tropical rainforests;
- increasing native biodiversity;
- protecting natural water sources;
- supporting scientific research;
- sharing knowledge about the importance of nature conservation;
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- inspiring children, youth, and adults to feel connected to nature;
- further developing our reforestation project;
- collaborating with local and international organizations.

We believe that long-term nature restoration is only possible through collaboration. That is why we 
continue to invest in our relationships in Costa Rica and the Netherlands and continue to share 
knowledge and experiences with organizations that pursue the same goals.

5. Organization

5.1 Board

The executive board of the Nature for Future Foundation remained unchanged in 2025 and 
consists of:
Suus Twigt – Chair Guus 
Hubers – Secretary

Steyn van der Velde – Treasurer

Steyn van der Velde and Guus Hubers live permanently in Costa Rica. As a result, they are in daily 
contact with the local situation, the surroundings, and the community.

They coordinate activities on and around the site, welcome researchers and visitors, maintain contacts 
with local partners, and oversee the day-to-day management of the location.

In addition, they carry out various organizational, technical, and administrative tasks necessary for the 
foundation’s operations.

Suus Twigt serves as the liaison between Costa Rica and the Netherlands. She divides her time 
between the two countries and maintains contact with partners, donors, and stakeholders in both 
regions.
Board members Lysbert Schuitema and Inge Wekking support the foundation from the Netherlands 
with organizational and practical tasks.

5.2 Advisory Board

The composition of the Advisory Board remained unchanged in 2025.

The Advisory Board consists of:
Bob Tempelman, 
Duif Kraamwinkel, 
and Reinier 
Engbers

Thanks to their diverse backgrounds and areas of expertise, they are able to provide the board with 
valuable insights, advice, and new perspectives.
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Their involvement helps us maintain a critical perspective on the foundation’s development and 
future opportunities.

5.3 Volunteers

In 2025, we decided not to establish a formal volunteer program just yet.
Providing proper guidance to volunteers requires time, suitable facilities, and sufficient capacity within 
the organization. At this time, our facilities and staffing resources for this purpose are still limited.

In addition, we believe it is important to support local employment wherever possible. Local staff know 
the area, are familiar with the conditions, and can therefore often contribute effectively to on-site 
activities.

For specific activities, such as reforestation days, we do collaborate with local volunteers and support 
initiatives by partner organizations.

As the foundation continues to grow and the necessary facilities become available, we intend to re-
examine how volunteers can be engaged in a sustainable and meaningful way.

5.4 Contact Information

Nature for Future Foundation 
Switbertushof 1
7131 TA Lichtenvoorde, 
Netherlands

Website: www.natureforfuture.nl

Contact in the 
Netherlands: Suus Twigt

+31 (0)6-23636736

s.twigt@icloud.com

Contact in Costa Rica: 
Steyn van der Velde

+506 8965-8283

steynvdv@me.com

Chamber of Commerce: 58702121

RISN: 853145635

6. Special Thanks
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As chairman, I would like to express my appreciation to everyone who contributed to the Nature for 
Future Foundation in 2025.

First and foremost, I would like to thank my fellow board members, Steyn van der Velde and Guus 
Hubers, for their tremendous dedication and commitment. Every day, they manage our site, provide 
technical support for our systems, maintain contact with researchers and partners, and carry out the 
many practical tasks necessary to ensure the successful operation of a nature conservation project in 
a remote area.

Their dedication forms a vital foundation for our organization. Thanks to their knowledge, experience, 
and hands-on approach, we are able to work effectively on nature conservation and restoration even 
with limited resources.

Our collaboration with Osa Conservation also deserves special recognition. Their scientific expertise 
and dedication help us further develop our reforestation activities and gain a better understanding of 
biodiversity restoration.

In addition, we thank all partners, researchers, local residents, visitors, donors, and stakeholders who 
support our initiative. Every form of involvement contributes to the realization of our mission.
Thanks to this collective effort, we can contribute, step by step, to a healthier and more resilient 
ecosystem in Costa Rica.

7. Transparency and Use of Funds
Careful Management of Available Resources

The Nature for Future Foundation considers it important to manage available financial resources 
transparently and carefully.

As an ANBI foundation, we are fully committed to our objective: protecting, restoring, and expanding 
the tropical rainforest in Costa Rica.

In 2025, income from donations was limited. Thanks to the volunteer efforts and long-term 
commitment of the board members, the foundation’s activities were nevertheless able to continue.

Nature for Future’s home base, including the house and grounds, is privately owned by the founders 
and is completely separate from the foundation’s assets. A significant portion of the maintenance and 
upkeep of this location is therefore covered privately.

This personal commitment ensures that the foundation’s available resources are used as much as 
possible for activities that directly contribute to nature conservation, such as reforestation, 
biodiversity restoration, research, and education.

The board of the Nature for Future Foundation does not receive any regular compensation for its work. 
Board members volunteer their time out of a commitment to the foundation’s mission.
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In 2025, one board member was paid for professional technical maintenance of the website. This 
payment was for a specific service rendered and does not constitute a board allowance or regular 
compensation.

The foundation uses its resources for, among other things:

- protecting and managing nature areas;

- reforestation through the planting of native tree species;

- increasing biodiversity;

- collaboration with scientific partners;

- maintaining facilities necessary for nature conservation;

- education and knowledge sharing.

Our long-term goal is to purchase or secure long-term protection for additional areas in the immediate 
vicinity as soon as sufficient funding becomes available. In this way, we aim to further expand the 
approach that has proven successful on our own property and contribute to larger, connected nature 
reserves.

Through a combination of volunteer efforts, careful financial management, and a clear long-term 
vision, we are continuing to build, step by step, toward the conservation of tropical rainforest in Costa 
Rica.

8. Financial Statements and Notes

The financial resources of the Nature for Future Foundation are carefully allocated to achieve our 
conservation and restoration goals.

The foundation’s income is used for activities that contribute to our mission and for necessary 
expenses related to carrying out these activities.

A portion of the available funds is set aside for future nature conservation projects. Our ambition is to 
purchase or secure long-term protection for additional land in the surrounding area in the coming 
years, so that larger contiguous nature reserves can be created.

In addition, funds may be used for, among other things:
- reforestation and the planting of native species;
- research and collaboration with scientific partners;
- maintenance of facilities necessary for nature management;
- educational activities;
- communication and support for the foundation.

Because board members do not receive a salary and much of the work is done on a volunteer basis, 
organizational costs remain low.
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The foundation strives to use every available contribution as effectively as possible toward its 
ultimate goal: protecting, restoring, and expanding tropical rainforests in Costa Rica.

NFF 2025 Annual Financial Report

BATES 2025
Donations Other

TOTAL BENEFITS

€ 74.22
€ —
€ 74.22

EXPENSES 2025
Bank fees € 192.41

Other € 497.60

Donation to another foundation € 60

Website maintenance €  1,500

TOTAL EXPENSES € 2,250.01

Balance as of January 1, 2025 € 13,035.70

Balance as of 12/31/2025 €10,859.91

Closing Remarks

2025 was a year in which we focused primarily on building continuity, fostering collaboration, and 
further developing existing projects.

Nature restoration requires patience, commitment, and a long-term perspective. Every tree that grows, 
every species that returns, and every person who becomes aware of the importance of nature 
conservation contributes to the bigger picture.

We remain committed to working with our partners, donors, and the local community to make a lasting 
contribution to the conservation of the tropical rainforest in Costa Rica.

Nature for Future Foundation
Building a future for the tropical rainforest together.
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